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Silpasastri  Narmadasankar Muljibhai has done well in
bringing out the Silparatnakara which is sure to prove highly useful
for reference. I have gone through it and ean say that it is care-
fully written and is an authentic work. The old Indian Architecture
is being neglected nowadays and is giving way to Saracenic and
Huropean styles. Mr. Narmadasankar’s Silparatnakara contains
numerous authentic illustrations. They will certainly be of help in
the study and understanding of that ancient—or rather mediaeval-
style of Indian Avrchitecture in which the magnificent buildings,
particularly tenples, of Gujarat and Kathiawad were constructed.
It would have been more advantageous had the learned Silpasastri
discussed the history of architecture in India and added a critical
introduction to his Silparatnakara. All the same Mr. Narmada-
sankar deserves every encouragement and I recommend his book to
lovers of Indian Architecture. Such useful works should find room

in important libraries where they can be easily consulted by the
general public.
( Sd. ) Hiranand Sastri,

Director of Archaeology.
( Gural wn Ay ey yoradl eliieaz )

Brenal e sz wnenydt gt e@5 Ansu =[S wiel a v
AL faed sy T wWg sk W By e B B veadl B, ¢ A 2ugeq
s bl 4y, Ped ¢ vl 2 ay vy % AL AL MY U WA s YY)
Qi B yray Ax Welg 0 B, 24elR U A zavierdl Glg 4y 28 B Sy’
ov Ale wey UL A sel Rl oot 2 g0 welAB uA andl oa B
yRuA (B2l 2aielel 2 24 WG o B, Ay A sl Bied ey
(et Ayl vy Rl 8. el oqel eion 9y, v s govria 29
sl 2tll el 2iadl e el zaiien sal 2 4e QR wHorySy
@YY 53l U " w24 (gt Qe G0 et i 20l
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(22 ezl Ay dls =2fors WA 204 2% @d A3 AR Buzirs =Y WA
oAl SR 2 WM el puszsels 200 6 Tl Gt B [l 2uie
Wl 4 {001 2elsnedl o vum sty 53 gL A0 AL oveldiel U3
Gwlat W2 20t 24 A sl 2l 2 2 &y WD
(=él. ) e’z sl
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D. O. No. 464/’39—7864.
Director General of Archaology in India.
Dear Mr. Rawal, New Delhi, the 12th. Septr. 1939.

T am much obliged to you for your letter without date and
sending me an unbound volume of Silparatnakar. Your friend,
Shastri Narmadashankar Sompura’s work is really of inestimable
value. It is surprising to see that without any knowledge of English
he is able to draw the component parts of the temples :iccording to
the Silpa Shastras and elucidate the meaning of the latter so well.
He appears to be similar in architecture to what Pandit Bhagwanlal
Indraji was in the field of Sanskritic epigraphy.

I am glad to know that you are having an exhibition of the
Roerich paintings in October. Your’s sincerely,

" (Sd. ) K. N. Dikshit.
A AL i/ ae-wety
AATR velRE 2Ty 20S NAY v e,
w4l (Mot 2, <y Beél, 3 M IR, k.

¢ izt A dalee (e 2elinedl 52 M Fsdl 20 2 4l el g,
AwiE (et izl An'ma s Ay 2y ARl ©@ier Eudl B a4 20z sy
A DY dlag MR A o HRAAL o] v, 99 Rl welad pigaadi
Bl 21 (Aetsig 20 Btz 3l ax B 24 A9 dedllor xmal {diey-
Al H'g reRdligaied wa 530 e B, 39 RAnel sl W eidae
Waasell HHuA B % HEL 22N Wyl AL Al Hnadl B

Al B S eeal WEe Bets WRsAL Bl Mead AR B3 ol
a5l w2l 9y —m (=dl) 3, B, <ledla.
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The Art of Indian Architecture has suffered a great deal for
the last so many centuries due to the several foreign invasions.
Yet, that unbroken building tradition, with tremendous and vital
force of genuine and inherited craftsmanship, has kept the art still
living in India. Several manuscripts in Sauskrit on Indian Archi-
tecture, Sculpture, etc., are still in existence but in possession of
the people who are by nature very conservative. In these modern
days it 1s difficult to come across a persen who is both an Avrchitect
and a Scholar, and even for such a person the task of collecting
manuscripts, reading, collecting and interpreting the material so
collected in suitable Gujrati phraseology is not an easy one.

Mcr. Narbadashankar Muljibhai Sompura, Shilpashastri, is to
be congratulated for having undertaken this difficult task. This
book ““Shilpa Ratnakar” is a treatise on ancient Indian Architecture
and gives all the information which heretofore was available with
great difficulty. The book is complete in every respect and deals
with each problem from technical, aesthetic, constructional and even
veligious point of view. Many cases by way of illustrations have
been quoted and the description of the rules, development, etc.,
with regard to each is conveyed in words which even a beginner
would follow with rapt interest. Substantial datas have been
drawn from such treatises on Indian Architecture as, “ Aparajita ”,
“ Kshirarnava”, “Sutrasantan”, ¢ Diparnava”, ¢ Vraksharnava”,
“Vastukautuka”, « Vastumandala ”, “ Vastumanjari”, ¢ Vastusara”,
while treatises like “ Prasadmandan” and ¢ Rupamandana”, have
been completely incorporated in this book.

The book contains a large number of photographs, diagrams
and other illustrations of a very instructive and explanatory nature,
and are arranged and grouped in such a manner as to make
reference very easy.

Mr. N. M. Sompura, Shilpashastri, has rendered a yeoman
service to the cause of Indian Avrchitecture. I have no doubt that
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his work, the first of its kind in Gujrati literature, would stimulate
thought and keen interest among those discerning men and women-—
the cultured public-on whom the future of the development of
Indian Art and Avchitecture depends. “

(Sd. ) V. V. Vadnerkar,
L. R. I. B. A. (LONDON).

CHARTERED ARCHITECT,
Head of the Department of Arts and
Architecture, Kala Bhavan, Baroda.
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